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A guide to crafting a meaningful and polished college admissions essay that gets students into the

school of their dreams by expressing their unique personality, strengths, and goals.Stand out from

the crowd with a memorable,  meaningful personal statement that will capture  the attention of

college admissions officers. Â  Writing a college admissions essay is no easy taskâ€”but with college

essay coach and New York Times contributor Alan Gelbâ€™s accessible and encouraging

step-by-step instructions, youâ€™ll be able to write an honest, one-of-a-kind essay that really

shines. Gelbâ€™s ten-step approach has garnered great results for the students who have tried it,

many of whom were accepted into their dream schools (Harvard, Brown, Yale, and more). This

to-the-point handbook shows you how to identify an engaging essay topic, and then teaches you

how to use creative writing techniques to craft a narrative that expresses your unique personality,

strengths, and goals. Whether youâ€™re an A-student looking for an extra boost or a less-confident

writer who needs more intensive help, Gelbâ€™s reassuring and concise guidance will help you

every step of the way, from your initial draft to final revision. In the end, you will have a

well-polished, powerful, and profound personal statement that you can feel proud ofâ€”a college

essay that doesnâ€™t feel â€œpre-fab,â€• but is a real reflection of your own individuality.Â 
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'Conquering the College Admission Essay in the 10 Steps', by Alan Gelb reviews basic high school

composition and how it applies to the college applicant's personal statement. Developing the



technical aspects of conflict, protagonists and timing are critical to an interesting product.I

recommend that the editing parent and student read 'Conquering . . ', then everyone is on the same

page. Gelb crafts a great example of story telling by a classic 'mom', then injects the critical aspects

of a successful essay. Very clever and interesting example for discussion between writer and

editor.Another great book is 'On Writing the College Application Essay', by Harry Bauld. In contrast,

Bauld's book gives incredible insight into who is the recipient of the essay; how to fashion the final

product to intrigue the decision maker and their panel; and the process of the application. 'On

Writing . . ' is smartly written for the Ivy League applicant -- or the best prepared future state school

attendee.Together these two books will supply the writer with ammunition and the tools needed for a

solid essay. Good Luck!

A friend recommended this book to me after weeks of being unable to focus on writing an essay. It's

a relatively short book so I initially finished it in one day. The first thing I really liked was how the

author assures us that procrastination and feelings of dread are a natural process of writing, and

true to form, I prolonged writing my essay as long as possible. When I made goals for myself, like

the author suggests, of writing a few words or a paragraph a day, I went back to the 10 steps and

used it like a guide book. Every "step" that Gelb gives is an action that the applicant must take. For

me, some steps took longer then others. I basically carried the book everywhere for six weeks while

writing my essay, and would use the book to help me focus my thoughts and ideas, to edit better

and cultivate my essay. I'm happy about the outcome of my essay. Also, at the end, the author

inserts some full essays from successful applicants he has helped (he uses examples from them

throughout the book to breakdown the steps as well), and reading these helped me form a voice in

my essay. I'm really glad my friend pointed this book out to me.

Whether you're clueless or completely confident on how to write your college essay, this book will

provide you with intelligent yet simple advice that will quickly make you feel like an expert on the

personal statement. I was very confident with my essay when I first wrote it, but as soon as I'd

skimmed the first few pages of Alan Gelb's book I realized there were dozens of improvements I

could make, and Mr. Gelb points out these improvements in a way that is clear and fun to read.

Without the book my essay wouldn't have been nearly as great as it was, and I would have had a

hard time writing it. Another great thing about this book is it's flexibility of use. I've only just written

my college essay and I already use Gelb's tips for all kinds of essays for school. If you read this

book, or even just glance through it, you'll find that you use Alan Gelb's tips every time you put a



pen to paper.

No matter how accomplished a writer you've become, you DO need this book. I'm embarrassed to

say how many books I looked at prior to finding Mr. Gelb's jewel. The college admission's essay is a

unique piece of writing. This book recognizes that, unlike so many of the others, and takes you right

to heart of a successful admission's essay. No fluff, no generalizations. Keeping in mind whom the

readers of these essays are, I needed to be rescued from obscurity and simply could not have

written such a compelling essay and I'm 100% certain it was instrumental in my admission success.

A "so-so" writer, my first several attempts were pathetic. The 10 steps outlined in this book are

concise tools, easily understood that helped me a great deal in everything from topic selection to

organizing my thoughts and following a timeline to help me with my habitual procrastination. The

lessons on brevity, succinctness and interesting prose will be with you long after you finish your

admission's essay(s). The hardest thing for me to do was to edit down and to lose those passages I

was so fond of if they didn't help my essay. Mr. Gelb helped me to write convincingly in a manner in

which my "voice" would show and I was able to produce an essay which I have no doubt was

unique, got the admission committee's attention and was a huge part of my acceptance (accepted

early decision to an Ivy League school).Considering how important the essay is nowadays, this

book is worth it at 100x the cost.

If you want step by step excellent advice on how to focus your son or daughter on their college

essay, this book is exactly what you need. From selecting a topic to figuring out how to construct the

essay and make it special, this is really an extraordinarily well thought out and accessible resource.

What was really wonderful was that the advice on constructing the college essay also spilled over

into excellent pointers about writing more generally so it was a valuable book for more than just the

college essay. If you're wondering how your child is ever going to get started, if s/he's hit a wall in

putting the essay together, or if you just feel as though the essay could be better, get this book. It's

not easy helping a high school senior put together the college application (I've now done it with

three children) so it's a real gift to find a book this good that you can just give to your child and know

they're getting excellent advice. I really do think every parent should buy this book for their college

bound high school student.

Provided helpful tips in how to pick a topic and write a narrative. Focused on the narration of a

particular event. If you do not intend to write that type of essay, then this book would not be as



helpful.Generally a good book to get you started.
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